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Understanding your Community: 
Using AEDC and Local Data for Planning



Acknowledgement of Country

From the heart: 

We acknowledge the Aboriginal peoples as the First peoples of South Australia and as custodians of 

the lands, waters, skies and communities where we live, learn and raise children. 

We recognise Aboriginal peoples as having the longest living culture, raising children safe and 

strong in their Identity, Community, Culture, and connection to Country.

We pay our deep respects to Elders past and present, and their role as the first knowledge sharers 

for children. We follow in their footsteps. 

Aboriginal peoples, working with and for children, are central in shaping our work. Their wisdom, 

advice, and guidance enriches our practices, creating a more inclusive and culturally safe 

environment for children and families. 

We respect Aboriginal peoples' ways of being, doing and wise practices guiding our continual 

learning. 

Together we walk and build stronger, more supportive communities for all children. 



In today’s session 

You’ll gain an understanding of: 

• the types of data you can use to understand your community 

• the Australian Early Development Census (AEDC)

• how to access your AEDC data

• how to use data to inform your planning, including planning for 

Preschool Boost.



Data-informed planning

Supports informed planning and decision making by improving understanding of your 

local community and identifying priority areas for service improvement.

You may use data or insights from your: 

  
• Quality Improvement Plan

• Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) data 

• Child behaviour support plans or individual 

learning plans 

• Education professional development plans 

• Local Assessment of Need plans

• Local AEDC data 

• Parent surveys

• Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) 

• Strategic Inclusion Plan (SIP) 

• Strategic Plan   



What is the AEDC?

The Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) is a nationwide population-

level census of early childhood development. 

Data is collected during a child’s first year at school (reception) based on 

teacher judgement against the 5 developmental domains. 



Why is the AEDC important?

The AEDC:

• is the most comprehensive collection of its kind in the world

• provides a snapshot of children’s early development in their first 5 years

• data can help identify what is working well and areas for improvement

• helps governments, communities and support services improve understanding of 

how to best support children and families

• provides vital information to help shape the future and wellbeing of our children

Preschool Boost has been designed to provide services with access to supports 

directly aligned to the AEDC. AEDC data is a valuable tool to support services to: 

• understand the developmental needs of children and families in the community 

• identify key AEDC domains to focus on

• select relevant supports from the Preschool Boost menu that align with local needs

• plan in a way that’s informed by data and tailored to the service’s community 



AEDC domains 

Together, the AEDC domains provide a full picture of how children are growing and learning. They also 

help predict children's future health, learning and wellbeing outcomes. 

Each child’s development in the five AEDC domains is used to determine if they are ‘on track’, 

‘developmentally at risk’ or ‘developmentally vulnerable’.

The baselines for these were determined in the first AEDC collection in 2009 using the 10th and 25th 

percentiles. Collections 2012 and onwards have used these scores to determine the three cohorts: 

• on track

children are meeting or exceeding the expected developmental 

milestones for their age

• at risk

children who may be showing some signs of developmental 

delay and could benefit from targeted support

• vulnerable

children who are more likely to need additional support to thrive 

in their learning and development 



AEDC domains 

Physical Health & Wellbeing

Measures: 

• physical readiness for the school day 

• physical independence

• gross and fine motor skills



AEDC domains 

Social Competence
Measures: 

• Overall social competence 

• Responsibility and respect 

• Approaches to learning 

• Readiness to explore new things



AEDC domains 

Emotional Maturity

Measures: 

• Pro - Social and Helping Behaviour 

• Anxious and Fearful Behaviour 

• Aggressive Behaviour 

• Hyperactivity and Inattention



AEDC domains 

Language & Cognitive Skills

Measures: 

• Basic Literacy 

• Advanced Literacy 

• Interest in Literacy, Numeracy and Memory 

• Basic Numeracy



AEDC domains 

Communication Skills & General Knowledge
Measures: 

• Skills to communicate needs and wants in socially appropriate ways

• Symbolic use of language 

• Storytelling

• Age-appropriate knowledge about the life and world



AEDC Summary Indicators
• The AEDC has three summary indicators that collectively can be used to monitor trends in 

child development. 

• Two of these summary indicators measure developmental vulnerability across the domains 

and help identify groups of children who are most vulnerable: 

• Developmentally vulnerable on one or more domain(s) (DV1):                                                                   

The percentage of children who are developmentally vulnerable on ONE or more 

AEDC domain(s) 

• Developmentally vulnerable on two or more domains (DV2):                                                                     

The percentage of children who are developmentally vulnerable on TWO or more 

AEDC domains. 

• The third summary indicator “on track on five domains” is a strength-based indicator and 

calculates the percentage of children who are developmentally on track on all FIVE AEDC 

domains, helping to identify where things are working well and what is working to support 

children’s holistic development.



Our vision

Our vision is to reduce the rate of South Australian children entering school 

developmentally vulnerable. 

A child who is ‘on track’ as measured by the AEDC: 

• can physically cope with their school day

• is independent and confident

• has excellent motor skills

• gets along, works and plays with others well

• can follow routines and concentrate

• helps others

• is calm, kind and thoughtful

• can count, recognise shapes 

• communicates and expresses themselves well, tells stories



How to find data for your community

www.aedc.gov.au/data-explorer/

http://www.aedc.gov.au/data-explorer/
http://www.aedc.gov.au/data-explorer/
http://www.aedc.gov.au/data-explorer/


How to use AEDC data in planning?

Understanding how children in the community are 

developing can inform preschool planning and 

practice. 

ACECQA encourages services to use AEDC to: 

• reflect on trends in their community context

• help identify strengths and vulnerabilities in 

children’s learning and development

• inform programs, practices, partnerships or 

resources

• discuss how children are progressing with families, 

professionals and schools

• inform curriculum and transition planning

• identify additional supports



How to use AEDC data in planning?

AEDC data helps you see where children in your community need the most support. This 

supports better planning, helps focus efforts and builds stronger support for children. 

You can use AEDC data to inform service planning in the following ways:

 

• look at your AEDC data, community information and your service priorities 

• find strengths and developmental vulnerabilities for your community across the AEDC 

domains 

• identify your services’ goals, connecting your AEDC data back to your Quality 

Improvement Plan and other service plans, including Preschool Boost planning

• monitor your progress, reflect, adjust and build on what is working well 



Questions to explore when viewing AEDC data

• What percentage of children are developmentally vulnerable in each of the 5 AEDC 

domains for the region where your service is located?

• Which AEDC domains require additional support?

• Does the data reflect what you see in the children attending your service? 

• What strengths can you build on? 

• Where is extra support needed? 

• What outcomes are you aiming for?

• What training, programs or resources will help? 



Why use AEDC data in planning?

Using AEDC data 

• aligns planning with real, community-based evidence

• enables you to act intentionally to reduce developmental vulnerabilities 

• strengthens educators’ capability and inclusive practice 

• contributes to long-term improvements in AEDC results over time 



What’s next?

➢ Attend the next Flying Start Partners webinar on Preschool Boost 

Funding next Friday 3 July. 

➢ Visit the Flying Start Partners Page for key information, and 

resources to support you in delivering Flying Start Preschool.​​

➢ Stay up to date with our fortnightly Flying Start partners e-bulletin, 

delivered straight to your inbox next Wednesday 1 July.



Stay updated and connect with us

• Visit the Flying Start Partner Page 

o Password: FlyingStart! 

• Stay up to date with the Flying Start partners e-bulletin

• Direct families to the OECD website for general information www.earlychildhood.sa.gov.au

• Encourage families to download the Early Years app  

• Connect with us on social media: 

  Instagram: @earlychildhoodsa

  Facebook: @earlychildhoodsa

  LinkedIn: Office for Early Childhood Development

https://www.earlychildhood.sa.gov.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fearlychildhoodsa%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVmtqcDhRSTVlVjJ2TXIwSnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7EV-4rx0Y8piPH8BmKh6qtvjZacwa92GP-DlGLOchNs1tkdaqp2upTA20bEg_aem_myPF6IKdszHk5Dxm5fNWZw&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Williams2%40sa.gov.au%7Cff99e26b9483423fec4908debb9dc89d%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639154483526166460%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RbrcRSgAnkkKORlou4gcFhUapKSNkbz8Ad4SKozm94M%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fearlychildhoodsa&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Williams2%40sa.gov.au%7Cff99e26b9483423fec4908debb9dc89d%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639154483526205395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lve%2BKLo9tjHe0H7YuXYshdlwxXeJAxvT5iqf%2FgJEsiY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Foffice-for-early-childhood-development-sa&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Williams2%40sa.gov.au%7Cff99e26b9483423fec4908debb9dc89d%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639154483526236649%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GLrwWweaqgQffYClCtyDR2FBFfen9sH49v2SU2lAohs%3D&reserved=0


Questions
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